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others, and thus they prevent the competition among them-
selves from becoming unduly severe. Sir Charles Bruce
says that they have acquired a monopoly of the retail pro-
vision trade by methods which he has always regretted.
They have made this branch of trade subsidiary to the retail
liquor trade, of which they have also acquired a monopoly,
and the profits of the liquor trade enable them to undercut
competition in the provision trade. If the profits of the
retail liquor trade were transferred from the Chinese to the
Government for public purposes, it is probable that the
Chinese immigration would cease, and the legitimate profits
of the retail provision trade would be restored to the general
community. Sir Charles Bruce made a proposal in this
sense, but it has not met with encouragement.

These details are mentioned because they illustrate the
influence of economic forces on social and even on political
conditions. That influence is further shown on the " general
community," which includes a population of a little over
100,000 persons with European blood in their veins, but
the members of this community of pure European descent
cannot exceed 5000. The British element is very small:
the predominant influence is that of the families who brought
in and have maintained " the charming characteristics of old
France," and they cling to each other " in either fortune"
with a brave tenacity of attachment. But their influence is
purely personal, as is the influence, of a different order, of
the British representatives of British capital and enterprise.
Otherwise there is no distinction of origin, and the State
recognises no aristocracy but that of office; society none
but that of merit and success. High office in the administra-
tion, the dignity of the Bench, the honours and emoluments
of the learned professions, the influence of landed property,
the profits of commerce are open to all. Education has
been a chief concern of the State with which the Churches
have loyally co-operated, and these two forces have pro-
duced the evolution of the general community. Perhaps it
is possible to overestimate the value of the lessons to be